Within the last two decades, the shape and shaping of the Psalter has received significant attention Although the more traditional forms of historical-critical research on the Psalter continue to yield valuable insights,2 there are new questions emerging concerning the shape of the Psalter. The primary focus of this study is the shape of Pss 2-89-often cited as Books I-III in the Psalter. This study suggests that the language of the poor expressed in these psalms recasts the ideology present in this collection. The language of kingship expressed in Pss 2-89 becomes democratized-the call for social justice and renewal of society, which is typically reserved for a king, is transferred to the people. 'Although there are other royal psalms within the first three books of the Psalter, those at the seams appear to suggest a redactional intent. The cumulative effect generated by the redactional schema may influence the interpretation of the royal psalms that appear within the collection-but such an issue is beyond the scope of the present inquiry.
